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1 June 2012 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Please find enclosed the report from the Ofsted inspection of Alban Academy that took 
place on Monday 14th and Tuesday 15th May. 
 
Since our previous inspection in January 2008, the Ofsted framework for inspecting 
schools has changed twice and the recent framework, introduced in January 2012 is 
extremely challenging particularly for secondary schools and as a middle school, Alban is 
deemed to be a secondary school. 
 
The new inspection framework makes it very difficult for schools to achieve all the 
necessary criteria for outstanding school status and many schools, including Alban, have 
changed category as a result. However, we are proud to be rated as a good school with 
many outstanding features.  In fact the Lead Inspector stated that he would very 
happily send his children to Alban. 
 
The inspection team were extremely impressed with the behaviour and attitude of the 
children: 
  

“Pupils’ behaviour is outstanding in lessons and around the school and 
this contributes to a calm and orderly environment.” 

 
“Pupils are considerate, polite and courteous to staff and each other 
and this has a very positive effect on learning.” 

 
The curriculum offered at Alban was also highly praised.  
 

“The academy has developed an imaginative curriculum which is very 
relevant to pupils’ needs and provides an exciting range of enrichment 
activities.” 

 
“The broad range of experiences within the curriculum contributes well 
to pupils’ achievement and to their exceptional spiritual, moral and 
cultural development.” 

 
The issues for improvement raised by the inspection team had already been identified 
by the school under its self-evaluation process and significant progress has been made.  
From September 2012, enhanced staffing in English will enable children to be set in 
smaller groups to help them make outstanding, rather than good  progress in this 
subject to match the outstanding progress they make in maths and science. 
 
389 questionnaires were returned as part of the Ofsted inspection and we are grateful 
for the continued overwhelming support shown by parents and carers who help to make 
this school what it is today. 
 
There are many aspects of the report that we should be proud of but the governors and 
staff at Alban have high aspirations and are committed to regaining the outstanding 
school status at the next inspection. Alban has continued to improve over the past four 
years and will undoubtedly continue to go from strength to strength until that goal is 
achieved. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Lorraine Dougall     Andrew Haworth 
Headteacher      Chair of Governors 


